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The emerging plans for the new 
Soviet space station Mir are prob- 
ably the most ambitious of any in 
the world to date. Launched into a 
relatively low orbit on February 19, 
Mir has been maneuvered to a fairly 
circular orbit averaging 216 miles 
above Earth. A two-man crew has 
been placed on board for the short 
term. On March 19 a supply and sup- 
port mission, named Progress 25 was 
launched and subsequently docked 
with Mir on March 22. The current 
crew is expected to return to Earth 
when check-out of the station is 
completed, after which a short un- 
occupied period is planned. A long- 
duration crew will be placed on 
board, to be followed by others so 
that the station will be occupied 
cantinuously into the 1990's. Mir 
has multiple docking ports and will 
accomodate five additional modules. 


Numerous reports of visual 
sighting of Mir have been made. 
It‘s brightness compares with that 
of the stare in the Big Dipper so it 
is fairly easy to spot if you know 
when to look. It must pass within 
your view within the first hour 
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after sunset or the last hour before 
sunrise to be visible. I have been 
following Mir with my satellite 
tracking programs and currently no 
Passes occur during those times. If 
your two-meter rig tunes well out of 
the band you might heer the crew on 
142.400, 142.417, 142.608, 145.144, 
143.625 or 143.825 MHz. Several 
hundred reports of reception of 
strong FM signals have been made, 
especially on 143.625 MHz. 


Coincidentally, the May issue of 
Sky and Telescope has a lengthy 
article on visual tracking of 
satellites and the information is 
just as valid for radio observation. 


I have been pleased to take part 
in the highly successful AMSAT booth 
operations at the Charlotte and 
RARS hamfests recently. It was my 
first effort at Raleigh and I want 
to thank the RARS advisory committee 
for agreeing to share the RARS/ARRL 
booth with AMSAT. Also I couldn't 
have done it without the help of my 
brother, Carl, W4EAT and Jerry 
Malin, WB2LEI/4, AMSAT Area Coordin- 
ator for North Carolina. 


Be sure to read the continuing 
gaga titled "A Beginners Guide To 
OSCAR-10" which started in the 
Exciter recently. I sold several 
of these documents at the namrests 
for five dollars per copy. Thanks- 
to Bruce, WAINEW, you can read it 
for free. 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 
MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was 
held April 2, 1986 at the First 
Presbyterian Church, S. Salisbury 
Street. President Bruce Eggers, 


WASNEW, called the meeting to order 


and welcomed the 42 members and 5 
guests. 


The first item of business was the 
review of the March board meeting, 
held March 19.Among items brought 
up were: the passing of our Vice 
President Murry Hake, W6MVZ. A 


memorial gift from RARS was sent to 


Wake County Council on Aging. The 


office of V.P. is now vacant and we 


are looking for a replacement. Doc 


Cobb, ,W4YZX, has volunteered to tem- 


porarily keep club possessions 


which were kept at the storage ware- 


house Murry was employed with. 


Club Treasurer Norm Plaks, KN4G, is 


requesting a finantial report com- 
mittee of 3 to look over his books 
for the present fiscal year. Two 
volunteers are needed. 


A thank you note from the family 
of Laverne Weiss, KA4ULZ, was re- 
ceived. 


A suggestion was brought up to have 
a no smoking policy when we move to 
the new meeting room facilty at the 
church. First Presbyterian officials 


are concerned about the carpeting 
being damaged. No other comments 
were made, 


A hamfest update was given by the 
cochairmen. Preregistration ticket 
Sales are up from last year. Many 
vendors have committed themselves, 


Lots of help is still needed from 


the membership to make this Hamfest 


a sussess. In particular, help is 
needed in ticket sales, coordina- 


tion of vehicles into the building, 


ladies program, hospitality, and 
talk-in. 


Rolin Ransom, NF4P, requested that 
the sale of W6MVZ's equipment at — 
the club table not be subjected ton 
the 10% fee. This was approved by 
the membership. 

Bruce Morris, KI4ME, Wake County ao 
E.C. reported on the current problem 

in this state with the potential for “ 
forest fires. He asked members to ai 
be prepared to help if the situati * 
worsens. 


Bert Bailey, W4FMN, reminded nenberell 
of the 10K Greater Raleigh Road Race ~ 
held on April 13. Help is needed 

with communications. 
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The program for the evening was 
given by John Thomas, WBYWWT. John 
talked about Esperanto in amateur 
radio. 


After the program, a prize drawing 
was given. There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned. 


Sue Meyer Parks 
RARS Secretary 


W6MVZ - A SILENT KEY 


It seemed we'd known her all of 
our lives, but she hadn't been 
here long. She'd never had time 
for ham radio over most of the 
forty years since she'd earned 
her ticket, but she always had 
time for RARS, for Amateur Radio, 
for public service. She'd lived 
all over North America and seemed 
not to have roots or ties, but 
when she knew her life would end 
in a matter of months she chose 
to stay in Raleigh and redouble 
her efforts to help others. RARS 
and Amateur Radio were just two 
of several avenues she chose to 
help fulfill her sense of life's 
purpose. We're glad she chose 
us. We're thankfull to her OM 
for letting her enjoy ham radio 
and to her family for letting us 
enjoy her. We miss you Murray. 
'Til the next time, 73 & 88. 
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CAN PACKET RADIO REALLY BE USED FOR 
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
by Bruce Morris, KI4ME 
EC, Wake County, NC 
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Let me start by saying that I resisted the 
temptation of jumping into packet radio 
for what I consider to be a fairly 
‘substantial time. Many of the Amateurs 
who are the leading proponents of packet 
radid in the Wake County area are very 
good friends, and were extremely dogmatic 
in encouraging me to get a packet radios 
station. 


After thinking about it for quite a while, 
I finally decided that if I were to 
honestly evaluate the benefits of packet 
radio relative to Emergency Communica- 
tions, that I would have to put a packet 
Station on the air and learn what it was 
all about. Several weeks ago... (or is 
it months now?)... I finally bit the 
bullet. 


I put the station on the air and was 
immediately impressed. I was lucky since 
I did have a program at least that would 
run in the computer. Amazing, here I was 
really on _ packet! I powered everything 
up, and loaded the program. Everything 
was going great... except, I had no idea 
in the world what all the different 
parameters were that I was expected to 
understand. That didn't even deter me, 
and I managed to get the program running 
without reading any documentation... which 
I viewed positively. Finally I got to 
turn the TNC on and really see what 
benefit all of this equipment offered the 
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES). 
Immediately, my monitor was covered with 
the strangest characters that I had ever 
seen. (I think it is a test pattern of 
some kind that the TAPR folks invented to 
test the capabilities of the computer 
monitors) 


I finally reached the point that I could 
no longer “wing” it, and had to resort to 
reading the documentation I got with the 
TNC. That really was helpful. It may as 
well have been written in ancient Aztec! 
I found out then about BAUD rates (I 
thought I understood them from my work, 
but found out differently when I got into 
Packet). All of my friends did keep 
encouraging me _ though. They shrugged 


Hen 


Pa 


their shoulders, said that never heard of 
the kind of problems I - was having, and 
encouraged me to read the books... and 
always reminded me that I would eventually 
get it worked out. 


Well, parts of the preceding story are 
meant to be humorous, although it is based 
on fact. I did successfully put a Packet 
Radio Station on the air in a relatively 
short time. I have been using it for ARES 
communications ever since I put it on the 
air. I have found that it is an excellent 
way to leave messages to the ARES 
membership when required. I make a point 
to put a message concerning significant 
ARES events on the K4IWW PBBS, so that 
those ARES members who have packet 
stations will be aware of what is going on 
and can spread the "word". For instance, 
when I had to be out of town on business 
for a week, I left a message on the PBBS 
informing Amateurs that I would be out of 
town, when I would return, and who to 
contact in the event of an emergency 
requiring ARES participation. 


I have also given a lot of thought to how 
Packet Radio might be used based on my 
experience with emergencies here in North 
Carolina. I see a real benefit in the 
integrity of the data transmissions in the 
area of sending messages. I can envision 
a day when we have a Packet Station set up 
in the State Emergency Operations Center. 
I see it being used to receive and print 
traffic into the EOC, and for coordinating 
ARES operations. For instance, scheduling 
of operators during an emergency could be 
coordinated by a station outside the EOC, 
and the schedule could be sent to the EOC 
and printed so that it could be posted. 
The ability to receive a message and have 
it printed does away with concerns of 
illegible handwriting, word transposition, 
and generally presents Amateur Radi> in a 
positive light. 


I am just scratching the surface 9f racket 
radio now... a real neophyte. I. sda 
however, believe that it is here tp) stay, 
and offers tremendous opportunities for 
Emergency Communications. We need ts 
explore all of these possibilities, plan 
before they are needed, and test our 
ability to use packet to provide the 
Guast tyes communications needed in 
emergency situations. 


73... Bruce, KI4ME [sk] 


LINE 


by Bruce Eggers, WAINEW 
President, RARS 


HAMFEST, HAMFEST, — 
Wherefore art thou Hamfest? 


Christmas and the Hamfest each 
come but once a year. That's good. 
I'm not sure we could take two of 
either. As to the Hamfest, atten- 
dance was up, many favorable com- 
ments were received, the post- 
action committee meeting identi- 
fied some improvements we can 
make, the hospitality room, as 
always but even more so, was very 
well received and the Wouff Hong 
initiation rites were survived by 
all who attended. Costs were also 
up. Some well justified, some 
questionable. Two negatives come 
to mind which deserve comment. 

This was my fifth year of active 
involvement; a fledgling by many 
standards. But every year I hear 
the same lament: "The membership 
doesn't support the Hamfest. It's 
always the same old crew." BULL- 
HOCKEY!, as Col. Potter says. I'm 
convinced a majority of the members 
put in at least one tour of duty 
at some task every year. And for 
every member I haven't seen twice 
in the past year who was out there 
working, there were two members 
carrying the ball on one committee 
or another who weren't even members 
a year or two ago. GOOD SHOW, RARS 
members! Give yourselves a well 
deserved 'Pat-a-Back'. 

Second craw-sticker: I've par- 
ticipated in something well over 
50 meetings at which some number 
of RARS members sat around a table 
and talked about the Hamfest. My 
impression is that our productivity 
at these meetings is somewhat less 
than 10 minutes per session-hour. 
It doesn't make any difference how 
many times a decision has been 
made, somebody's going to tie up 
all present for at least 15 minutes 
rehashing all the evidence from the 
past 14 meetings. I hope I haven't 
offended the faithful few in my 
feeble attempts to keep meetings 
on track and I solicit confidential 
commentary. And I must note that 
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this perceived problem is certainly 
not unique to Hamfest meetings, but 
it comes to mind in context. 

Fair Notice: Next year's Ham- 
fest WILL NOT be a two day affair. 
Let's resolve not to discuss the 
pros and cons at any future meet- 
ings until someone comes up with — 
new evidence justifying a recon- 
sideration of a decision which 
has been made at least ten times 
a year for more years than I've 
been involved in the decision 
process. 

And having said that, let me 
now express the heartfelt appreci- 
ation of all RARS members for the 
efforts of WAIWXL and K4GOE in 
staging the biggest and best yet 
RARS Hamfest. Al, Jeff, you done 
good. TNX. 


WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE RARS 10- 
METER NET? Wouldn’t it be nice if 
it were re-started again. It could: 


- Provide our new novices with 
confidence to get on the air; 


—- Provide our old side banders with 
confidence to get back into CW; 


- Provide the opportunity and means 


for CW practice for upgrading; ' 
- Provide fun for all. 
Is there any interest? Need more 


members for net operation and man-— 
agement. Call Norm, KN4G 876-4192. 


"If you had your life to live over 
again - you'd need more money". 
Construction Digest 


There is no such thing as a square 
wave. waQnew 


by 
Al Mullis, K4GOE 


Well, the hamfest has come and 
gone, and although it is with some 
degree of relief that Jeff and I 
and all the other workers are glad 
to get it behind us, still it was 
fun. Even though there was a lot of 
hard work and close coordination 
that went into this years hamfest, 
there were two main rewards. 


First of all, was the level of 
excitement that prevailed on Satur- 
day and Sunday and the obvious 
enjoyment of the attendees. But 
just as important was the way that 
you, the members, turned to and 
worked shoulder to shoulder to 
assure it's success and to see that 
a good time was had by all. 


This year was successful and we had 
almost 2200 attendees. The table 
sales increased slightly, but we 
sold ten more booths than last 
year. We had very few complaints, 
and generally the comments were 
very complimentary. As in the past, 
we still have maintained our repu- 
tation for one of the friendliest 
hamfests in the area. 


We could not have done it with out 
you. Both Jeff and I want to thank 
the committee chairmen and the 
workers for an outstanding job 
done. You worked hard, but again 
the was some fun and the sense of 
accomplishment was a real high. 


What about next year? We have 
established ourselves as a truly 
quality hamfest with realistic 
pricing for tickets and space. So, 
there is no doubt that next year 
will be a little biqger and better 
than this year's. Thanks, and see 
Bou next year. 


COMPUTER TERMINOLOGY 


(These definitions are offered by 
W4HUB and KE4IM. They may help as we 
turn toward the computer for 
entertainment, business help and 
education. ) 


ABSOLUTE ADDRESS - Where she really 
lives, not where whe told you she 
lives. 


A/C CONVERTER - A physician special-—- 
izing in bi-directional surgery. 


ALGOL - What you sneak into the punch. 


ALGORITHM —- An unsteady gait resulting 
from tco much ALGOL. 


ADDRESS —- What computer fans wear when 
not in trousers. 


ARRAY — Spontaneous exclamation by 
computerists when something works for 
a change. 


AUXILIARY MEMORY - What you go to when 
she doesn’t believe you were working 
late at the office, e.g., “The train 
was hijacked to Cuba.” 


CROCK — a timing device made in Japan. 


ELECTRONIC MAIL —- Post Office jargon 
for anything delivered in less than a 
week. 


LINE FEED —- "I’ve never met anyone as 
interesting as you before,” etc. 


MACHINE LANGUAGE —- "Zoom, Putt—Putt, 
Chug-a-Chug-a, " etc. 


MONITOR —- The first iron clad CRT. 


MULTI-TASKING —- When one "Tsk" won’t 
do, e.g-, “tsk-tsk-tsk.” 


"n" — After "x", the second most 
popular number that doesn’t mean any- 
thing. 


SHELF LIFE —- The strange fuzzy stuff 


that grows behind books and under 
beds. 


TAPE COMPARATOR —-_A device used to 
measure who has the longest tape. 


TRANSPONDER - To seriously think about 
something on the way to the coase. 


(tnx, Durham FM Assoc. ) 
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gy ann bradley 
WASAPK 


It was indeed a super hamfest!!! 
Thanks to Chairmen Jeff, WAIWXL, and 
Al, K4GOE--all the committee chairmen 
and all the RARS participants. 
According to comments from the throng, 
we’re popular! 
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Kudoes and my personal thanks to 
Hospitality Room helpers--Pat Eggers; 
Wynn Johnson; Jan Mullis; Athalee 
Corns; Sally, KB4MEA; Dianne, WB4INM; 
Marty, NY4H; Audrey, WB4ZSM; and Sue, 
WB4USX. Overheard comment: "RARS 
really knows how to throw a party.” 
Thanks, Gals! 


SESKKRAEAALAKREETE 


EXCITER gives credit and much appre- 
ciation to Larry, N4MCC, and Ton, 
N4ITZE, for the excellent hamfest 
photos in the centerfold this month. 
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Welcome to new RARS members who 
"joined up" at the Hamfest: 


Vincent Manoogian, WA2SRZ 
Rick Eller, N4RE 

Joe Saah, WBSZPQ 

Dennis Fewell, AI7G 
Richard Jackson, KB4RZ 
Paul Forehand, NSGCZ 
Allen Hollingsworth, KB4ILY 
Peter Christian, KB4PWZ 
David Conley, WB4YJQ 
Jerry Cohen, N4GC 

Bruce Willis, WD4DTI 
Robert Dennison, KB4MDR 
Gregory Wiggs, KN4NIC 
Cindy Weiss Frate 


And welcome back to renewals; 


Russell O. Lyday, Jr. 
Art Stratemeyer, NW4B 


RARS is happy to have you and hope to 
see you at the next meeting. 


P.S.as in public 
service "wi! 


a — — 
PS Kudoes go to local hams who sup— 
ported the annual March of Dines 
Walkathon on Saturday, April 19. In 
addition to the regular Amateur 
Radio Service to such an event, we 
provided medical support to partici-—- 


pants by direct contact with the ac-— 
tive Rescue Squads. Those involved: 


Bruce Eggers, WAINEW 
Bruce Morris, KI4ME 
Bill Radford, WB4ACCA 
Chuk Gleason, KB4MDZ 
Joe Homevec, WA4SENZ 
Christian Peter, KB4PWZ 
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Ecincuiy BOARDS AND ALL 
ETCHING KITS 


| {DISCOUNT ON PARTS TD AU. LICENSED AMATEURS 


Pon FR 8'%0- 590/ SAT, 9100 - 4: 00/ SUN. CLosED 


dade WAKE FOREST RD.. RALEIGH 633-6417 


WITH 
BERT BAILEY, WlFMN 


CW CONTEST-RARS HAMFEST 13APR 

way but there 
had to be a winner and he turned 

out to be Jim Briles K4DSX of Reids- 
ville who passed 35 wpm.He was close- 
ly pursued by another Jim,Watson that 
is,AB4SOY of Fort Bragog,the home of 
the Airborne.And bringing up the no. 
3 slot was ole pro Bill Parker NE4W 
of Rocky Mount. These three of the 
fast fist picked up some fairly 
chotto prizes also. Jim #1 got a 
calculator that uses LEDs and a 
paper recorder complete with AC 
adapter. Jim#2 received a tool far 
identifying pilferable equipment. 
Bill did not do too bad, either, what 
with a wristwatch doing double 

time as a miniature computer. So, 
hopefully,these toys will attract 
more fists to the contest next year. 
Next on the list of kudos is the 
Wake Tech ARC. These students volun- 
teered their time and expertise to 
grade the papers written at each 

wpm stage. These\ fine people included 
Jim WD4BRU, RJ KB4NBF,Wilbur WD4RDT, 
Joel KA4GEA with his XYL,and John 
KB4DGJ.So all went well again this 
year but we hope to have an increase 
in the number of stalwarts competing 
next year for the title"Fastest Fist 
in the Old North State." So talk it 
up, Or,rather,chirp it up! **##HHHene 
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RARS SUPPOSTS RALEIGH ROAD RACESSaasaas 


It was true dedication that propelled 
RARS” finest toward WRAL, Hillsborough 
St. and Peace St. on the day of the 
Hamfest to help with the famous annual 
Greater Raleigh Road Race. Neglecting 
the creature conforts of the hamfest, 
these top ops rallied to the trenches 


and gave reports on the progress of the 


people running the 10K. Mike, WB4T@D 
ran the show from WRAL headquarters on 


Downtown Blvd. He was in S59 commo with 


fellow ops assigned along the path of 
runners, viz: Joe, WA4SENZ, at Mile 3; 
Dave, N4AGA, at 4; R.J., KB4ANBF, at 


4.5; George, WASEKJ, at 5; Jim, WD4BRU, 


at 5.253; and affable Bill, WB4EOV at 
the platform at the finish, 6.2. Al} 
went well for RARS but a 69 year old 
competitor bought the farm at about 
mile 4.7. He was a pathetic victim of 
the 79 degree heat - not so hot as 
Raleigh summers go but quite a change 
from the weather we had been having 
earlier in the week. Jim at 5.25 saw 
the commotion including police cars and 
an ambulance and radioed in but the bad 
news’had been received at WRAL. So 
RARS was at the ready and notched 
another WELL DONE in the comaunity. 
Now if only one of us had won that ICOM 
751, what a way to end the day! Inci- 
dentally, W4FMN persevered with a 49+ 
time. Not too bad for 64 in 79. 73s 
es Gud DX. 
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Last month's column asked for the 
meaning of 'nezgative resistance’. 
If you chose answer b, "An increase 
in voltage causes a decrease in 
current", you were right! There's 
not too many devices around which 
will do this. The ‘tunnel diode! 
1s one. The diagram shows two 
different plots of voltage vs. 
current. The straight line shows 
the relationship of voltage and 
current in a resistor. The curved 
line shows the same thing for a 
tunnel diode, a most interesting 
device. 
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'S A COMIN' 


June 28-29 are the days, K1PLR is 
the coordinator, and YOU are the 
participants. W4DW will be up and 
running at the NCSU Faculty Club 
picnic grounds. Will YOU be there? 
Lots of opportunities for bonus 
points! What would YOU like to 
try? Natural Power? Packet? 

W1AW Message? Satellite? Message 
Relay? Lots of opportunities. 

Get your dibs in now. 


What's Field Day all about? Part 
97.1(a) tells it best. The Amateur 
Radio Service exists principally 
because of our unique cababilities 
to provide communications support 
to the public, especially in times 
of widespread disasters. Field 
Day provides each of us with the 
opportunity to participate in an 
exercise which simulates the kind 
of conditions we hope will never 
occur but may at any time. What 
would you do if we lost commercial 
power, had no repeaters, had your 
house destroyed along with those 
of all your neighbor's? If you 
haven't tried it, you should. If 
your'e a regular, perhaps you need 
to remember the purpose. See you 
there? 


HELP WANTED 
Financial Review Committee. No 
experience preferred. Verify RARS — 


use of YOUR money. One evening, 
mid-July. Apply WASNEW. 


teld Day Operators. No experience 
required. Many skills needed. Can 
use 100's. Apply K1PLR 


Christmas Party Hosts. One or a 
couple. Coordinate with WA2EIN/ 
KB4YMEA. Apply WA9QNEW. 


State Fair Operators. Help those 
who help, the ARC. Apply WB4MCU. 


Nomination Committee. V.P./Treas 
offices opening. Many appointee 
positions to be filled. Serve 
those who serve. Apply WASNEW. 


FOR SALE 
TR33 Portable 2M rig, complete set 


of Xtals, rubber duck, mike, nicad 
Walt, KA3AGM. H-851-0711/W-836-270 
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Dear Editor: 


I was surprised to read KIPLR's views on the use of "BREAK" in the March issue of the 
EXCITER, for I hold a very different view. 


I cut my teeth on Ham radio in the Boston area, then moved to the Washington, DC area 
before coming here five years ago. In my experience, the proper way to gain priority 
access to a ham radio frequency is to use the words "BREAK BREAK." The term "BREAK" by 
itself is only used to indicate that you wish to interrupt the current conversation on a 
non-priority basis, usually to make a quick call to someone else. To join the current 
conversation, one generally just interrupts by stating one's call sign. 


Another use of BREAK is when one wishes to terminate one conversation and begin a new 
One. The word BREAK is an attention-getter, in a sense, to indicate to the listener that 


the current conversation is over, and a new one is about t - 7 
, Oo begin. (Example: ..."N4ECU 
Clear with W4ZZ7Z; Break; K4XXX are you around?") ; 


KIPLR’s point is not wasted, however. I 
conventions exist in different parts of the country, and one has to be careful about 
observing them. I would like to hear from a long-time local resident and frequent 
repeater user as to his or Rer views on this matter as applies to the Raleigh area. 


think what he is really saying is that 


Yours truly, 
Fred. Brack, N4ECU 
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‘OSCAR- 10 PRE-AMPLIFIERS AND THE LIKE 
A reply to the #3 Essay in April) 


When we got instructed in CW, we 
usually were reminded that in this 
‘Specific art - and quite contrary to 
‘common moral teaching - to take 
rather than to give is the name of 
the game. This practical wisdom 
goes also for Oscar-10. A series of 
difficulties on the receiving side 
are not very easily overcome by just 
one or mainly by one countermeasure 
or device. My suggestion how to 
start on Oscar-10 differs substan— 
tially. : 


OUR GOAL: Reliable Oscar~-10 
reception (e.g. reception of the 
beacon around 145.810). Regardless 
of how far the bird is flying, how 
low (trees!) or high above the 
horizon on its way towards or away 
from you, we want to be sure we hear 
the beacon and can read its CW 
notes... perhaps even its RTTY 
notes (on our computer 
screen...-which I doubt will be 
possible to begin with). 


Take your ordinary 2 meter yagi. 
Take your wooden ladder and 
improvise with strings a fixture of 
your yagi on said ladder so as to 
Qive your yagi the two degrees of 
freedom required for pointing to the 
satellite. Prior to having placed 
your ladder suitably on your or your 
mother’s yard, you have, of course, 
learned how to find the satellite by 
means of one of the cheap (but 
reliable) methods in use for such 
purpose. 


Don’t buy any crossdipoler; don’t 
buy any preamp. Don’t even buy 
later indispensable coax of the 
better kind (Belden 99713). Just 
feed your ordinary ladder-supported 
dipole with a short coax along the 
boom from behind. Don’t make the 
coax longer than required for 
reaching your receiver on a chair 
closest possible to the ladder. 
Move the chair when you alter your 
dipole’s direction (azimuth). 


Once you’ve heard the beacon a few 
times, your fiancce or even your 
wife will notice the bug bite behind 
your left ear. From now on you can 


start finding out for yourself how 
much worse things get with a longer 
ordinary coax. Or how much you can 
do on the audio side to reduce noise 
(and thereafter compensate for 
filtering losses by means of 
additional audio amplification). In 
short, start at the beginning and 
convince yourself step by step when 
and how to try to improve reception 
ONLY. Don’t even think of 
transmitting (which will be the 
question of cost) to begin with. 


But do go into the trouble of taking 
your 2 meter yagi down from your 
tower -— and make your local 2 meter 
calls for a while via your repeater 
only and on an improvised rod of 
some kind. Surely the yagi needs to 
be looked over anyhow. And a wooden 
ladder should not be too difficult 
to find somewhere in your neighbor - 
hood. 


Anyhow, there are a lot of fellows 
around here who do have walked the 
long road via pulsating Q@SB 
(spinmodulation), local man made 
noise, QRP signals from 0-10 thanks 
to egotistic users who exploit the 
bird — and empty its batteries - by 
means of too much up-link power. 
Call any of us for advice - and 
perhaps even help with measurements 
or comparisons. And don’t you even 
think of buying anything you have 
both located and successfully 
listened to Gscar-i0. From those 
days onward, you’11] need nobody to 
convince you of how much fun it is 
to getting better and better. 


Robert J. Brunn, SMOBRU/W4 


DurhamFest ’86 


ANNUAL DURHAM HAMFEST 
May 24, 1986 


Lower Level Rear - South Square Mall 
DEALERS - DOOR PRIZES - TAIL GATING 


For more information contact: 
W4ZUS , (919) 544 - 3556 


Don't Miss It ! 


Admission $4.00 


AMATEUR RADIO - A NATIONAL RESOURCE 


BULK RATE 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. U.S. Postage Paid 
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Sherman Starnes W4T ZU 
Rt 1 Box 99 
Franklintan NC 27529 


RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 at 


First Presbyterian Church, 116 S. Salisbury Street 


@alendar 


May 7 - Regular RARS Meeting May 16 - Amateur Exams - Greensboro 
116aSey SadisburySt.= 7s30e80m 
May 17 - Charlotte, NC Computerfest 
May 10 - RARS Exciter Deadline 
May 21 - RARS Advisory Board Meetin« 
May 10 - Amateur Exams - Raleigh 7:30 pm NCSU Faculty Club 


May 10, 11 - ARRL Roanoke Division May 24 
Planning Meeting, Greenville, SC 


Durham, NC Hamfest 


